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Improv is the art of creating in the moment.
Whether your trick goes sideways or an audience member says something
unexpected, strong improv skills help you stay in control and stay funny.

o Yes, And... — Accept what’s offered, then add to it.

*  Be Present & Listen — Listen with your eyes and ears. Watch for reactions, not just cues.
Terry Seabrooke used to say your audience will give you your best lines.

*  Support Your Partner — In magic, your “partner” is often your onstage volunteer. Make
them shine, and you will shine, too. As Gene Anderson says, “Send them back a hero.”

*  Make Bold Choices — Confidence sells comedy. If you mess up, own it hilariously.
Using Comedy

Comedy is timing + surprise = laughter.
Here’s how to use comedy effectively without stepping on your magic.

Foundations of Comedy in Magic:

. Build Tension, Then Release — Let the audience wonder... then hit them with a
punchline or payoff.

*  Rule of 3 — Set up a pattern, then break it:
» “I’ve trained for years in sleight of hand, psychology, and... YouTube tutorials.”

e Callbacks — Reference a funny earlier moment for a big finish.

e Physicality — Your face, hands, and posture can all be punchlines

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

e Don’t sacrifice clarity for comedy —your trick should still amaze.
*  Avoid jokes at spectators—make them feel part of the fun, not the butt of it.

e  Don't over-script. Leave room for the unexpected and the gifts from your audience or
volunteer.

Remember:
You’re not just performing tricks—you’re creating moments.Improv and comedy give your magic

the spark that makes it unforgettable.



